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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the communication filed on February 9th 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The following claimed inventions are directed to non-statutory subject matter: Claims 
1 1 and 23 since data structures not claimed as embodied in computer-readable media 
are descriptive material perse and are not statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,4,5,1 0-1 2 and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by (US 5796429) hereinafter referred to as Suzuki. 

Claim 1 Suzuki diSClOSeS "An imaging apparatus for recording captured images, comprising: apluralityof 
connector units for connecting removable storage medium, respectively [Suzuki Column 3; lines 50-55]; a 

first storage medium that is connected to a first connector unit among the plurality of connector-units and stores a 
plurality of image data as an object of image retrieval [item 9a]; a second storage medium that is connected to a 
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second connector unit among the plurality of connector units and stores key image data as a retrieve condition that 
was generated independently from the image data [item 9b]; and a retrieval unit that retrieves image data from the 
first storage medium that is similar to the key image data read from the second storage medium. [SllZUki 

Column 4; lines 42-51]" In other words, Suzuki discloses that data communicated from 
external storage device is the catalyst (line 45 "in accordance with...") for operation of 
image generating part 15, whereas the operation of image generating part reads on 

"retrieving image data from the first storage medium." 

Claim 4 Suzuki diSClOSeS "The imaging apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: a display unit 
that displays, as candidate store areas for retrieved image data, a plurality of candidate store areas including the first 
storage medium first kind of storage medium and the second storage medium [Suzuki Column 4; lines 42- 
51 ]; a selection unit that selects a storage medium as a store area from the plurality of candidate store areas that 
were displayed; and a control unit that writes the image-data that was retrieved onto the storage medium that was 

selected. [Suzuki Column 6; lines 60-65]" 

Claim 5 Suzuki does not Specifically disclose "non-volatile storage medium or a volatile storage 

medium that is energized by a backup battery"; However examiner maintains that external storage 
devices disclosed by [Suzuki Column 3; line 52] are inherently either a "non-volatile storage 

medium or a volatile storage medium that is energized by a backup battery." 

Claim 10 is of the same scope of Claim 1 ; therefore Claim 10 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 1. 

Claim 11 is of the same scope of Claim 1; therefore Claim 11 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 1. 

Claim 12 is of the same scope of Claim 1; therefore Claim 12 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 1. 
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Claim 24 is of the same scope of Claim 1; therefore Claim 24 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 1. 

Claim 25 is of the same scope of Claim 4; therefore Claim 25 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 4. 

Claim 26 is of the same scope of Claim 5; therefore Claim 26 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 6-9, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki in view of Official Notice. 

Claim 3 Suzuki discloses the claimed invention except for "a third storage medium"; However, 
Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide "a third storage medium" since, as cited 
in Claim 1, Suzuki discloses the interaction between the two connected external storage 
devices, to replace one of the external storage devices with another that functions the 
same way and will have the same interaction with the other external storage device 
requires only routine skill in the art. 

Claim 6 Suzuki discloses the claimed invention except for "making me management information 
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such as a file name, a folder name, a file extension name or a file attribute respectively different for the key image 

data and the image data"; However, Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 

"making file management information such as a file name, a folder name, a file extension name or a file attribute 
respectively different for the key image data and the image data", Since all Computer files are encode for 

storage in a specific file format and all computer files in storage have a specific location 
within a storage medium. 

Claim 7 Suzuki does not Specifically diSClOSe "an edit processing unit that reads the key image data 
from the second storage medium, edits the key image data that was read, and writes the edited key image data on the 

second storage medium"; However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 

"an edit processing unit that reads the key image data from the second storage medium, edits the key image data that 
was read, and writes the edited key image data on the second storage medium" Since it SUCh 3S widely 

known and used feature wherever a storage device is being implemented. 

Claim 8 Suzuki does not Specifically diSClOSe "deletion component that deletes the key image data 

stored in the second storage medium"; However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

provide "deletion component that deletes the key image data stored in the second storage medium" Since it 

such as widely known and used feature wherever a storage device is being 
implemented. 

Claim 9 Suzuki does not Specifically diSClOSe "copy component that reads the image data stored in the 
first storage medium and writes at least one part of the image data that was read on the second storage medium as 

the key image"; However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide "copy 

component that reads the image data stored in the first storage medium and writes at least one part of the image data 
that was read on the second storage medium as the key image" Since it SUCh as widely known and USed 

feature wherever a storage device is being implemented. 

Claim 27 is of the same scope of Claim 6; therefore Claim 27 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 6. 

Claim 28 is of the same scope of Claim 7; therefore Claim 28 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 7. 

Claim 29 is of the same scope of Claim 8; therefore Claim 29 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 8. 

Claim 30 is of the same scope of Claim 9; therefore Claim 30 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 9. 

Claims 13-15, 22, and 23 are re j ected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki in view of (US 200501 10878) hereinafter referred to as 
Dalton. 

Claim 13 Suzuki diSClOSeS "An imaging apparatus for recording captured images, comprising: connector 
component that connects image storage component that stores image data to the imaging apparatus in a removable 
condition [Suzuki Column 3; lines 50-60 items 10a and 10b]; retrieve condition storage component 
that stores retrieve condition data such as a key image or a keyword for use as a retrieve condition when performing 
image retrieval with respect to the image data stored in the image storage component connected to the connector 
component; retrieval component that retrieves the image data that matches or is similar to the retrieve condition data 
from the image storage component connected to the connector component [Suzuki Column A\ lines 42-51 ]" 
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Suzuki does not Specifically diSClOSeS "and internal storage component that accumulatively stores the 
image data that was retrieved until there is-an explicit delete instruction, even when the image storage component 
was detached from the connector component or was replaced with another image storage component" however it 

would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made tO provide "and internal storage component that accumulatively stores the image data that was retrieved 
until there is-an explicit delete instruction, even when the image storage component was detached from the 
connector component or was replaced with another image storage component" 3S disclosed by [Dalton 

110023] the accumulation of images retrieved on a condition (tagged as "favorite") after 
the external storage device is no longer available. 

Claim 14 Suzuki and Dalton disclose "the retrieval component retrieves the image data that matches or 
is similar to the retrieve condition data from each of a plurality of the image storage component that are sequentially 
inserted into and removed from the connector unit" [Dalton ^{26 and TJ27] 

Claim 15 Suzuki and Dalton disclose "the retrieve condition storage component is a non- volatile storage 
medium and the retrieve condition data is used commonly with respect to the plurality of image storage component 
that are sequentially inserted into and removed from the connector unit." [Dalton 1J25, 1126, and 1J27] 

Claim 22 is of the same scope of Claim 13; therefore Claim 22 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 13. 

Claim 23 is of the same scope of Claim 13; therefore Claim 23 is rejected similarly as 
applied in the rejection of Claim 13. 



Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Suzuki in view of Dalton as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Official 



Notice. 
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Claim 16 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing " non-volatile storage component for saving the retrieve condition data when there is an instruction to 
deactivate the power from the power deactivation switch; and read/write control component that, when the power to 
the imaging apparatus is reactivated, reads the retrieve condition data from the non-volatile storage component to 
write the retrieve condition data in the retrieve condition storage component"; However it Official Notice is 

hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention Was made tO provide "non-volatile storage component for saving the retrieve condition data 
when there is an instruction to deactivate the power from the power deactivation switch; and read/write control 
component that, when the power to the imaging apparatus is reactivated, reads the retrieve condition data from the 
non-volatile storage component to write the retrieve condition data in the retrieve condition storage component", 

since non-volatile storage devices were known to maintain an indicator of the status of 
data transfer for situations when the device that the non-volatile storage device is 
connected is powered off. 

Claim 17 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing "selection component that selects whether or not to store the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile 
storage component when the image retrieval processing ends; and write control component that writes the retrieve 
condition data on the non-volatile storage component when a selection is made to store the retrieve condition data on 

the non-volatile storage component"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

provide "selection component that selects whether or not to store the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile 
storage component when the image retrieval processing ends; and write control component that writes the retrieve 
condition data on the non-volatile storage component when a selection is made to store the retrieve condition data on 

the non-volatile storage component", since, as mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16, the 
status of data transfer were well known to non-volatile storage devices, to make that 
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feature selectable, requires only routine skill in the art. 

Claim 18 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing "flag control component that sets a flag showing that retrieval is in progress at the start of image 
retrieval processing by the retrieval component and resets the flag at the end of the image retrieval processing; flag 
determination component that determines whether the flag is set when the power of the imaging apparatus is 
activated; first message display component that, when the flag had been set, displays a message to inquire whether 
or not to continue the image retrieval processing; first input component that inputs an instruction as to whether or 
not to continue the image retrieval processing; and first continuation instruction component that, when an instruction 
to continue the image retrieval processing was input, instructs the retrieval component to continue the image 

retrieval processing"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide "flag 

control component that sets a flag showing that retrieval is in progress at the start of image retrieval processing by 
the retrieval component and resets the flag at the end of the image retrieval processing; flag determination 
component that determines whether the flag is set when the power of the imaging apparatus is activated; first 
message display component that, when the flag had been set, displays a message to inquire whether or not to 
continue the image retrieval processing; first input component that inputs an instruction as to whether or not to 
continue the image retrieval processing; and first continuation instruction component that, when an instruction to 
continue the image retrieval processing was input, instructs the retrieval component to continue the image retrieval 

processing", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as mentioned above in the 
rejection of Claim 16. 

Claim 19 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing "second message display component that, when an instruction is given to execute the image retrieval 
processing, displays a message to inquire whether or not to change the retrieve condition data; second input 
component that inputs an instruction to change the retrieve condition data; and change component that changes the 
retrieve condition data when an instruction is input to change the retrieve condition data"; However it Official 
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Notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at 

the time the invention Was made tO provide "second message display component that, when an 
instruction is given to execute the image retrieval processing, displays a message to inquire whether or not to change 
the retrieve condition data; second input component that inputs an instruction to change the retrieve condition data; 
and change component that changes the retrieve condition data when an instruction is input to change the retrieve 

condition data", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as mentioned above in the 
rejection of Claim 16. 

Claim 20 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing "third message display component that, when the image retrieval processing ends for an arbitrary 
image storage component, displays a message to inquire whether or not to replace the image storage component with 
a different image storage component and continue the image retrieval processing; third input component that inputs 
an instruction as to whether or not to continue the image retrieval processing; and second continuation instruction 
component that, when an instruction to continue the image retrieval processing is input and the different image 
storage component is connected to the connector component, instructs the retrieval component to continue the image 

retrieval processing"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 

"third message display component that, when the image retrieval processing ends for an arbitrary image storage 
component, displays a message to inquire whether or not to replace the image storage component with a different 
image storage component and continue the image retrieval processing; third input component that inputs an 
instruction as to whether or not to continue the image retrieval processing; and second continuation instruction 
component that, when an instruction to continue the image retrieval processing is input and the different image 
storage component is connected to the connector component, instructs the retrieval component to continue the image 

retrieval processing", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as mentioned above in 
the rejection of Claim 16. 
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Claim 21 Suzuki and Dalton disclose the claimed invention except for specifically 

disclosing "writing component that, when the image retrieval processing based on the retrieve condition data 
ends, writes completion information indicating the completion of the image retrieval processing based on the 
retrieve condition data onto the image storage component that is connected to the connector component; detection 
component that detects that the image storage component on which the completion information is stored was 
connected to the connector component; and fourth message display component that, when the connection is detected 
by the detection component, displays a message indicating that the image retrieval processing for the retrieve 

condition data has been completed"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

provide "writing component that, when the image retrieval processing based on the retrieve condition data ends, 
writes completion information indicating the completion of the image retrieval processing based on the retrieve 
condition data onto the image storage component that is connected to the connector component; detection 
component that detects that the image storage component on which the completion information is stored was 
connected to the connector component; and fourth message display component that, when the connection is detected 
by the detection component, displays a message indicating that the image retrieval processing for the retrieve 

condition data has been completed", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as 
mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TEMITOPE ADEYIGA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3578. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571)272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
09/17/2008 



/Ngoc-Yen T. VU/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



